L)

Check for
updates

Updating Human Pose Estimation using Event-based Camera
to Improve Its Accuracy

Ippei Otake Hiroyuki Kubo
Kazuya Kitano hkubo@chiba-u.jp
Takahiro Kushida Chiba University
otake.ippei.oj2@is.naist.jp Japan
kitano.kazuya@is.naist.jp
kushida.takahiro.kh3@is.naist.jp
NAIST
Japan
(a) i (€) . pife—
Frame-based camera .4 - - « - - - i - & -
N

Accuracy

degraded

Baseline

akinobu.maejima@olm.co.jp

updated M =4 times

Akinobu Maejima Yuki Fujimura

Takuya Funatomi
Yasuhiro Mukaigawa
fujimura.yuki@is.naist.jp
Japan funatomi@is.naist.jp
mukaigawa@is.naist.jp

NAIST
Japan

OLM Digital, Inc.
IMAGICA GROUP, Inc.

i 1

| 8

updated M =5 times

/N /N /N /N

Ours

improved

Event-based camera by pose updates

Ji /
Pose update Ju

Lim)

Input
Human pose estimation | \
to Output t1 by processing time ! f—
v 7N /N /N
i ﬂ ) Jirs Ji e Js Jas | J: Js
P 1] Accuracy I\ A\ 0 | 0\ '

J

|

-
%
Xy

{

1T s
. :

s(m) =123608 : 133607 40000 : 50000 90000 : 100000 140000 : 150000 157623 : 167622 40000 : 50000 90000 : 100000 140000 : 150000 190000 : 200000 204869 : 214868

(b) s
Last created

evez: n!r_r;)age E ...... E;f’e]t’?cs-;- L -> . _> . - _>

s R ow
225225 2 s
Nieventdata  Nievent data 2.3
h8rl’:'g|>'1u}:>g;e (@m-DNb to mNb) (m(Ns=N) to mNb) Eyent image Liw S S S
estir:}ition 2.4 § }

m=1

Figure 1: Overview of the proposed method. (a) Pose updates. (b) Proposed architecture. (c) Qualitative evaluation.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Real-time human interfaces such as live avatar broadcasting and
dynamic projection mapping are becoming increasingly popular.
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They require real-time pose estimation that can track user perfor-
mances. Deep learning technologies with a frame-based camera
make this possible, but the latency caused by the processing time
in pose estimation degrades accuracy. In particular, when the user
performs quickly, the estimated pose is already different at that
time, leading to degradation in the accuracy of the pose estimation.

In this paper, we propose a method to improve the accuracy
degraded by latency of the pose estimation by using an event-based
camera. A event-based camera outputs changes in luminance values
with low latency and high temporal resolution [Gallego et al. 2022].

2 OUR APPROACH

Let to be the time when a person image is captured by a frame-based
camera, and pose estimation is applied to this image. However, the
pose estimation is completed at #; due to the processing time. Our
objective is to estimate the pose at t; by updating the estimate
from the pose estimator with event data acquired during [ty, #1].
Figure 1(a) shows the updating procedure proposed in this paper.
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The proposed method takes event data as information about pose
changes along time and updates the joint positions accordingly.
The proposed method updates the joint positions gradually when a
sufficient amount of the event data has been obtained, rather than
accumulating the data during [#y, 1] and processing it all at once.

2.1 Event stacking

This process converts the event data into an event image. Event data
En.m =A{E; | n < i < m} is output from the event-based camera in
the format E; = (x, y, p, t). Here n, m are the IDs of the event data, ¢
is the time, and p is a binary output indicating whether the intensity
of the pixel at (x, y) has changed positively or negatively. The event
image In.m is an accumulation of the E .., as a single image with
three different values as follows:

255 (xo,yo,Pos, t) € Ep:m
In:m [Xo, yO] = 127 (xO’ Yo, s t) ¢ Enm . (1)
0 (Xo, Yo, Neg, t) € Enm

2.2 Adaptive event buffering

In the case of converting event data into an event image per a fixed
time interval, the event image becomes redundant with less infor-
mation when the number of events during the interval is short.
Conversely, when the number of events is large, the event im-
age continuously forms the motion trajectories. This corresponds
to motion blur in a frame-based camera, which leads to low accu-
racy in the subsequent estimation process. Therefore, we design
this process to be adaptive to the motion by buffering every N
events into an event image. In addition, we propose to use only the
latest Ny event data from the buffered Nj, event data to make the
estimation accurate. This buffering results in the event image form-
ing the contour of the body parts where the motion occurs. We also
expect this to reduce the computational cost. Eventually, The event
image I;(p,) is generated, where s(m) = mNj, — Nj : mNp,.

2.3 Dense optical flow calculation

This process estimates the dense optical flow, which is a two-
dimensional velocity field per pixel, from two successive images
as an estimate of the joint position updates. This paper uses the
Farneback method [Farnebéck 2003], which is a simple but accurate,
to generate the dense optical flow Fi.m+1 from I, and I (41)-

2.4 Pose update
At t1, when the pose estimation is complete, the joint position that
should have been at tj is estimated. Let J, = {]é‘ =(xp,yx) | k € K}

be the joint position at tp, which is the pose estimation result J,
where k is the joint ID. Suppose that M dense optical flows are
obtained during [to, t1]. J, is iteratively updated using the dense
optical flows, one by one, to estimate the joint positions J, at t;
as follows:

IR 1 = T+ Frime [x gl (m= 0, ,M ~ 1) )

3 EXPERIMENTS

For evaluation, a performance was recorded as a dataset and the
proposed method was applied offline. In the performance, a human
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Figure 2: Quantitative evaluation. The MPJPE transition in
consecutive frames is shown in (a) and PCKh is shown in (b).

moved left and right. We used a Prophesee Gen3 event-based cam-
era and an Azure Kinect as a frame-based camera to capture the
performance. The Azure Kinect Body Tracking [Liu 2019] is used
for a frame-based pose estimation. Event buffering was performed
every Nj = 50, 000 and selected to Nj = 10, 000. Since the pose esti-
mation is performed offline, the ground truth of the joint positions
is obtained from the frame-based images. In the evaluation, we also
use the computation time of the pose estimation to simulate the
latency and use it as a baseline. We applied the proposed method
to update the pose estimation output using the event data.

Figure 2(a) shows a quantitative evaluation using MPJPE, which
represents the mean error of the joints. In the baseline, the MPJPE
increased as the motion became more intense. Meanwhile, the
proposed method could keep the MPJPE below a certain level. The
accuracy was comparable around frames 0 and 17, when the motion
was small, but significantly improved for the intense motion.

Figure 2(b) shows the quantitative evaluation using PCKh, which
expresses the percentage of the correct keypoints as whether the
estimated position is within the radius expressed as the ratio of the
joint length from the neck to the head. The proposed method shifts
the plot significantly to the left compared to the baseline output.
The percentage of the correct estimates improves by a factor of
2 to PCKh@0.5. As well as the MPJPE, the proposed method was
effective in keeping the PCKh below a certain level.

The results of the proposed method are shown in Fig. 1(c) with
the bones colored in purple. The second half has intense motion,
and the number of updates has increased compared to the first half.

4 CONCLUSION

Experimental results showed that the proposed method improves
the accuracy by pose updating during the pose estimation process.
A future challenge includes the verification in online processing.
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